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Abstract

Since its opening in 2011, the Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum invites all the
gods of different religions across Taiwan to pilgrim and pay respect to the Buddha as
a celebration, that is, the yearly event “When Buddha Meets The Gods” on December
25" Venerable Master Hsing Yun has made clear the distinction between gods and
the Buddha. Yet, he treats different religions and folk beliefs with an open mind,
tolerance, and respect. He sees that gods wish to pay respect to the Buddha, same as
humans. This event demonstrates the Buddhist spiritual connotation of “all beings are
equal,” through a model that commemorates the saints as well as gathering devotees
in celebration. It is not to make Buddhism secular or god-like, it is intended to bring
forth the harmony of the Five Vehicles in Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s ideology of
the Fo Guang Pure Land, particularly the Heavenly Vehicle. Furthermore, it directs
religious exchange, harmonizing the cultivation of “Buddhist pilgrimage” ( ¥ L)
and the “pilgrimage” ( # 75 ) event of folk beliefs, and paving the conditions for
Buddhism to take in the gods. This creates a sacred space for the peaceful existence
of Gods and Buddha and an opportunity for interfaith dialogues. Additionally, based
on their existing faiths, these devotees can further learn about the Five Precepts, Ten
Wholesome Deeds, Six Paramitas, and Four Means of Embracing. They may become
Buddhist protectors that vow to follow the path of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas,
achieving a common goal to help all beings and fellowships of Gods and Buddha.

Keywords: Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Humanistic Buddhism, When Buddha
Meets the Gods event, Fo Guang Pure Land, harmony of Dharma realms
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